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Meijer Launches Free Prescription Drug Program

Major Midwest retailer leads industry to new level of consumer cost savings

DETROIT – Oct. 23, 2006 – Meijer announced today its free prescription drug program designed to benefit at least one-half million Meijer customers at all 176 Meijer pharmacies throughout the Midwest. The program covers leading, oral generic antibiotics with a special focus on the prescriptions most often filled for children. The program includes at least one antibiotic from each of the major antibiotic classifications and more than 70 percent of the generic, pediatric antibiotic prescriptions filled by Meijer. They are: Amoxicillin, Cephalexin, SMZ-TMP, Ciprofloxacin, Penicillin VK, Ampicillin and Erythromycin. 

This no-strings-attached program means that any customer, regardless of insurance or co-pay, can take their prescription to any Meijer pharmacy and receive their designated antibiotic free of charge. There is no card required, no membership to purchase, no minimal charges, no special forms to fill out and no fees to pay. 

Meijer studies show that 94 percent of its customers have some form of insurance coverage; however, they still have drug-related co-pays.  “Rising health care costs are having a dramatic impact on families across the country, especially here in the Midwest,” said Mark Murray, Meijer president. “Our free antibiotic program is the next step Meijer is taking to lead the industry toward improving the health of our customers. It is all about delivering higher standards.”
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National health experts say that 40 percent of children who see a physician leave with a prescription. “When appropriately prescribed, antibiotics are the leading tools to treat sick kids,” said Dr. Herman Gray, fellow, American Academy of Pediatrics and president, Children’s Hospital of Michigan. “Meijer’s program will give physicians confidence that their patients will now get the treatment they were prescribed. While over-the-counter drugs are important in relieving the symptoms associated with common illnesses like cold or flu, antibiotics are critical in attacking the cause of bacterial infections and help prevent the spread of the infections.” 

Based in Grand Rapids, Mich., Meijer operates 176 family-owned supercenters. Meijer stores are located in Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky.  For more information or pharmacy hours, visit www.meijer.com.
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